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VIETNAM'S ECONOMIC ZONES 

ANNCR: 

VIETNAMESE REFUGEES SPEAK OF WIDESPREAD FEAR IN VIETNAM 
OF BEING SENT TO NEW ECONOMIC ZONES CREATED AFTER THE COMMUNIST 
TAKEOVER OF THE SOUTH. VOA CORRESPONDENT WAYNE COREY TALKED WITH 
REFUGEES WHO LIVED IN AND ESCAPED FROM THESE ZONES AND 
HAS THIS BACKGROUND REPORT FROM THE MALAYSIAN ISLAND OF PULAU 
BESAR. 
VOICE: 

THE NORTH VIETNAMESE AND VIET CONG BEGAN TO CREATE 
THE NEW ECONOMIC ZONES IN THE COUNTRYSIDE OF SOUTH VIETNAM 
SOON AFTER THE COMMUNIST TAKEOVER OF SAIGON IN APRIL OF 1975. 
AS THE COMMUNISTS SLOWLY TIGHTENED THEIR CONTROL OVER THE SOUTH, 
THOUSANDS OF PEOPLE -- URBAN UNEMPLOYED, INTELLECTUALS, AND 
DEFEATED SOUTH VIETNAMESE SOLDIERS WERE SENT TO THE ZONES. 

LAST YEAR THE FORCED MOVEMENT OF PEOPLE TO THE ECONOMIC 
ZONESHAD TO BE STOPPED. ZONES NEAR THE CAMBODIAN BORDER WERE 
ATTACKED BY CAMBODIAN TROOPS, WHO MASSACRED THE INHABITANTS, 

AND MANY PEOPLE FLED BACK TO THE CITIES. BUT IN APRIL OF THIS 
YEAR THE MOVE TO THE ZONES WAS RENEWED, AND HAS AFFECTED 
TENS OF THOUSANDS OF PRIVATE BUSINESSMEN WHO ARE OUT OF WORK 
BECAUSE OF THE END OF PRIVATE ENTERPRISE IN SOUTH VIETNAM. 

VIETNAMESE REFUGEES ON THE MALAYSIAN ISLAND OF PULAU 
BESAR WHO LIVED IN THESE ZONES AND THEN ESCAPED EXPLAIN WHY 
THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE PEOPLE ARE TRYING BY ALL POSSIBLE MEANS TO 
AVOID BEING SENT TO THE ZONES. THE ZONES MAY SE ON THE EDGE OF 
SAIGON OR IN THE MIDDLE OF THE COUNTRYSIDE IN THE MEKONG DELTA. 


THE NUMBER OF PEOPLE THEY CONTAIN RANGES FROM ABOUT FIFTEEN 
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HUNDRED TO SEVERAL THOUSAND. ON ARRIVAL IN THE ZONES THE PEOPLE 

MUST BUILO THEIR OWN HOUSES AND QUICKLY LEARN HOW TO GROW 

THEIR OWN FOOD TO REPLACE THE MEAGER RATIONS THEY RECEIVE 

FOR THE FIRST SIX MONTHS. IN SOME ZONES, THE POOR SOIL AND LACK 

OF IRRIGATION INHIBIT FOOD PRODUCTION. THERE ARE NO DOCTORS 

FOR THE SERIOUSLY ILL, AND IN MOST CASES NO SCHOOLS FOR THE 

CHILDREN. THERE IS NO ELECTRICITY AND NO FORM OF ENTERTAINMENT. 
THE PEOPLE THROUGHOUT SOUTH VIETNAM ARE FORBIDDEN TO 

LISTEN TO AMERICAN OR POPULAR VIETNAMESE MUSIC OR TO SHORT 

WAVE RADIO BROADCASTS. REFUGEES, INCLUDING SOME WHO ESCAPED 

FROM EIGHT DIFFERENT NEW ECONOMIC ZONES IN SOUTH VIETNAM, 

SAID THEY WERE FORCED TO DIG IRRIGATION DITCHES AND CLEAR 

JUNGLES. IN AT LEAST ONE CASE, THE RESIDENTS OF A NEW ECONOMIC 

ZONE HAD JUST BEGUN TO SETTLE IN AFTER CLEARING THE JUNGLE WHEN 

THEY WERE ORDERED TO MOVE TO A NEW AREA. EVEN SOME PEOPLE FROM 

NORTHVIETNAM HAVE SEEN SENT TO THE ECONOMIC ZONES, THESE, 

ACCORDING TO REFUGEES, ARE PEOPLE WHO NO LONGER BELIEVE COMMUNIST 

PROMISES, ONE REFUGEE SAID THERE WERE ASOUT TWO THOUSAND 

NORTHERNERS IN HIS ECONOMIC ZONE IN SOUTH VIETNAM'S SONG 

BE PROVINCE. HE SAID THEY WERE DISSATISFIED AND HAD STOLEN THE 


RICE HARVESTED BY THE SOUTHERNERS, 
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